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Vaccinations Against COVID-19 
Have Arrived

Credit: Kohala Hospital 
Gino Amar receives his fi rst dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.

By Toni Withington
The Board of Land and Natu-

ral Resources gave its approval 
last month to a plan that would 
allow Surety Kohala Corpora-
tion to donate fi ve acres of land 
for a parking lot near the lookout 
at Pololu Valley in exchange for 
opening the door to subdivision 
of ten new lots on the valley ridge.

Pololu Valley Land Change Advances 
Without Public Review

The action triggered wide-
spread community pushback 
focused on the failure by Surety 
Kohala and the Department of 
Land and Natural Resources 
(DLNR) to hold a promised public 
discussion about the plan with 
Kohala residents, including those 
living near the proposal. 

By Maureen Garry
In the fi rst week of January, 

Kohala Hospital Administrator 
Gino Amar rolled up his sleeve 
and got his fi rst of two doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

Amar acted as a role model to 
all in the eligible healthcare work-
ers to protect themselves and, by 
extension, their patients. 

As of January 15, North Hawaii 
Community Hospital is scheduling 
vaccinations for essential workers 
and those age 75 and older. 

Essential workers include fi rst 
responders; correction offi  cers; 
dispatchers; critical transportation 
infrastructure workers; teachers, 
childcare and education support 
staff ; staff  essential for federal, state 
and local government operations; 
and U.S. Postal Service employees. 

Call the hospital at (808) 881-4668 
to schedule an appointment, avail-
able Monday through Friday. 

The Hawaii Department of 
Health (DOH) has established a 
call center for the general public 
and health providers at 

808-586-8332 
(Monday–Friday 7:45 a.m.–4:00 

p.m.). 
Email inquiries can be sent to 

the DOH at 
doh.imb.vaxcc@doh.hawaii.gov. 

For current updates on the status 
of the vaccine, including Hawaii’s 
vaccination plan and where you 
are in the timeline, go to 
https://hawaiicovid19.com/vaccine. 

The site has many more facts 
about COVID in Hawaii. If you 
like, you can subscribe to get email 
updates. 

Shiro Takata

Story and photo by Tom Morse
On January 12, Shiro Takata 

passed away at the age of ninety-
one. Born and raised in Kohala, he 
devoted his life to improving the 
quality of life for the people and 
the community of North Kohala. 
He was a community leader.

From helping those in need, 
to advocating for Kohala through 
political connections, to support-
ing local schools, he gave of his 
time and money. He mobilized 
others in the community as sup-
port. Many residents received 
a call from Shiro over the years 
asking them to volunteer, be it the 
Kohala Coalition Against Drugs, 
the Kohala Community Athletic 
Association – both of which he 
founded – or just to help a family 
in need. 

He was always complimentary 
of those he called on to help.

He backed Pop Warner Foot-
ball, the skate park, and the repav-
ing of the tennis courts. The main 
sports fi eld at Kamehameha Park 
is named in his honor. In spite 
of all his contributions and suc-
cesses, he was always a humble 
man. A Lions Club member, he 
received their Exceptional Service 
Award in 2011. In 2010, he was 
awarded Citizen of the Year by the 
Merchant’s Association.

In 1948, upon graduation from 
high school, Shiro took over man-
agement of the K. Takata Store 
from his parents. Shiro’s sons con-
tinue the iconic store today.

He will be sorely missed. 
There will be private services 

at a later date.

Shiro Takata passed away on January 12, 2021. 

Remnants of the sugar cane industry abound in Kohala, cemented both in physical form and longtime 
residents’ memories. What happened to the sugar industry? Why did it start in Kohala, and why did it stop? 

How did it help to create the colorful mosaic of cultures we find in our community today? 
These questions, and many more, will be answered in our extended series, “The Rise and Fall 

of Sugar in Kohala.” Read the next of many illuminating installments inside!

Exclusive Series: “The Rise and Fall of Sugar in Kohala”
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Locally Grown Hemp  
CBD Products 

  Kohala Grown Market 
        Kohala Coffee Mill 
          Kohala Food Hub 
                                               

hawaiiroyalhemp.com 808-938-8880

Family farm   
Organic, regenerative   

An online petition calling for 
the protection of Pololu Valley 
was signed by 4,814 people as of 
January 13. It says: “Pololū Valley 
is a sacred place. A pu’uhōnua (a 
place of refuge, peace and safety).” 
It chides Surety, the DLNR and 
County Planning Department 
for advancing a project without 
the review of the kupuna and the 
community. “Our voices will be 
heard” it says. “We do not want 
more desecration at this sacred 
place of refuge.”

At the December 11 Land 
Board meeting, Bill Shontell, rep-
resenting Surety, said the com-
pany had been approached in 
2017 by the community seeking 
a site for a parking lot and rest-
rooms. He spoke of community 
support for the project by naming 
several people in Kohala, includ-
ing the Sproat family, which owns 
land next to the lookout. 

David Smith and Steve Berg-
feld of the DLNR’s Division of 
Forestry and Wildlife, which 
administers the valley fl oor and 
trail, told board members that 
they had met with the community, 
inferring they believed there was 

support for the plan. 
“The Sproats have been 

involved, and the community has 
been involved in the whole pro-
cess,” Smith told the board. He 
referenced a hike and luncheon he 
and other offi  cials had with some 
stakeholders on April 12, 2017.

Both Shontell and Bergfeld 
based their community accep-
tance conclusions on a public 
meeting that was held in Kohala 
on November 14, 2018, when 
both assured the 21 attendees that 
more community review would 
take place before the matter went 
to the board for consideration. 

While the State of Hawaii owns 
most of the land in Pololu Valley, 
Surety owns, according to current 
tax records, a single 86-acre parcel 
near the shoreline, which includes 
the stream and much of the wet-
lands. 

At the time of the 2018 meeting 
the parties said the land exchange 
might include the donation of the 
Surety valley fl oor land in the 
plan.

The impression left at that 
meeting was that the transac-
tion between Surety and DLNR 

was designed to consolidate the 
State’s holding of the valley fl oor 
by Surety’s donation. This and the 
parking lot donation were both 
considered to be advantages to 
the public. The valley ridge subdi-
vision was never mentioned.

No one from the public spoke 
at the Land Board’s virtual meet-
ing in December 2020, so on the 
basis of testimony from Surety 
and the DLNR staff , the board 
voted unanimously to become a 
partner in the plan, which will not 
become legal until a consolidation 
and re-subdivision application is 
approved by the County Planning 
Department. That process will 
include opportunities for public 
comment

Plans for the ridge subdivi-
sion only came to public attention 
last June, when Kohala Moun-
tain News got access to the draft 
plan as it was reviewed by the 
Na Ala Hele Advisory Council. It 
was then discovered that Surety 
had applied for and, in March 
2019, received County Planning 
Department approval of ten new 
Pre-Existing Lots of Record within 
its single parcel on the valley fl oor.

When Kohala Mountain News 
published the subdivision plan in 
July 2020, representatives of the 
DLNR repeated the promise for 
a community vetting of the pro-
posal.

Of the ten lots proposed by 
Surety, six are made up of portions 
of two Land Commission Awards 
made to Hawaiian families over 
a hundred years ago. Where the 

lots were crossed by trails iden-
tifi ed by the DLNR, the single 
awards were counted as multiple 
lots. Another lot is a portion of a 
School Grant.

In confi rming the ten new 
lots in March 2019, the Planning 
Department said, “We do not have 
any record of the lots having been 
legally consolidated with each 
other or any other lands adjoining 
them.”

Irene Sprecher of the DLNR 
explained to board members why 
the State, which owns the cliff  
land between the rim and the 
fl oor, needs to partner with Surety. 

“In order for Surety to move 
the lots to the valley rim there 
needs to be a continuous area, 
which is why we need to enter 
into the consolidation re-subdivi-
sion with Surety in order for the 
lots to move,” she said.

According to a draft map of 
the subdivision, Surety would 
create ten new lots of from three 
to nine acres in size along the rim 
of the valley, directly mauka of the 
Sproat property and the lookout. 
The lots would be accessible by an 
easement to the highway.

A spokesman for the Planning 
Department confi rmed that an 
application for consolidation and 
re-subdivision at Pololu Valley 
has not yet been submitted for 
review.

The Pololu petition can be read 
(and signed, if desired) at https://
www.change.org/p/department-
of-land-and-natural-resources-
protect-pololu-valley.

By Toni Withington
A County Council bill to elimi-

nate pedestrian traffi  c on the Waipio 
Valley Road was set aside last month 
when council members decided 
more information was needed.

At a forum hosted by Hamak-
ua’s new council member Heather 
Kimball, and also at the regular 
council meeting, Kohala’s council 
representative Tim Richards said the 
trail closure would impact the traffi  c 
at Pololu Valley trail and lookout, an 
area already struggling with over-
use.

Other council members joined 

Waipio Trail Ban Shelved
him in pointing out other ramifi -
cations to the county beyond the 
Waipio Valley residents, who fear 
for the safety of pedestrians on the 
steep, narrow road. A vote was 
taken to postpone deliberations on 
the measure until more information 
can be gathered.

Outgoing Council member 
Valerie Poindexter in November 
introduced Bill 217, which would 
prohibit pedestrian traffi  c on the 
County road from the Waipio look-
out to the valley fl oor except for 
valley owners, lessees, residents and 
Native Hawaiian practitioners. 

Credit: Heather Brovsky
Pololu Valley as seen from the lookout. Surety Kohala Corporation is 

endeavoring to exchange fi ve acres for a parking area near the lookout 
for ten new lots on the valley ridge.
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OPEN 
MON TO SAT 8AM - 7PM 

SUNDAY 8AM - 1PM
KUPUNA HOURS: 
WED/FRI 8-9AM

HOT DEALS FOR 
1/27 - 2/9/21

“Always leave with a Smile”

FRANK FOODS 
KALUA PORK 1LB

$6.39 $9.99

EED (EVERYDAY 
ESSENTIAL) OLIVES 

                  6 OZ
$1.39 $2.19

BEST FOODS 
MAYONNAISE 30 OZ

$3.99 $6.99

YUBAN COFFEE
31 OZ

$9.89 $13.99

PACE SALSA
16 OZ

$2.69 $4.19

OREOS FAMILY SIZE 
COOKIES 10-20 OZ

2/$6  $6.19-$6.59

FUJI 
APPLES/LB

$1.39 $2.09

AMANO TENPURA 
5.5 OZ

$1.59 $2.66

FIORA  PAPER
TOWEL 6CT

$6.99 $10.59

NATURAL LIGHT
OR ICE 15’S

$8.39 $11.29

Story and photos by Donna Maltz
Saturday, January 9, marks a 

happy milestone for 2021. The 
much-loved and missed farm-
ers market made its debut with 
several optimistic vendors and 
happy customers. The original 
market located under the banyan 
tree was forced to shut down due 
to COVID, and the landlords were 
not planning to renew the lease. 
Farms were not ready to give up 
and took to the streets of down-
town Hawi in April 2020 to sell 
their sought-after produce. The 
lack of parking limited this tem-
porary location, and the reopen-
ing of downtown businesses 
makes this location unavailable. 

Hawi Farmers Market Finds a New Home!

ʻEkela Kahuanui, the Social 
Impact Offi  cer/Project Manager 
for the new market, worked tire-
lessly with the North Kohala 
Community Resource Center 
(NKCRC) and community mem-
bers to keep the ball rolling for this 
new market, located at the Kohala 
Village HUB. Shoppers can enter 
under the arch emblazoned with 
the Hawaiian welcome, “E Komo 
Mai.” Kahuanui stated, “The 
restart of the market was really 
made possible by the generos-
ity of both Bennett and Delphina 
Dorrance, who hold the vision 
of food sustainability for Kohala. 
Their love of our community is 
evident in the projects they sup-

port, and I am blessed to be able 
to work on these for our commu-
nity.” She adds, “This market has 
the potential to serve not only all 
of Kohala but to become a gather-
ing place for our community and 
visitors when the time is right.”

The Kohala chapter of the 
Hawaii Farmers Union United 
(HFUU) is overseeing the market. 
Amber Smith, who is a board 
member of the HFUU, was 
appointed to be the Market Man-
ager and is taking her volunteer 
position seriously. The rest of 
the HFUU board members have 
stepped in to provide signage, 
marketing, and outreach to the 
community to ensure the new 

market reaches its full potential.
There are many things to con-

sider with restarting the market, 
and the Union is looking for input 
to best serve the community. 
Questions such as: What are best 
practices to enforce being COVID-
safe? What should be available for 
sale? Should all products and pro-
duce be made or grown in North 
Kohala? What is the best way to 
identify the produce as local and 
organic? When and how should 
the market have food booths, live 
music, and other fun activities to 
draw more people?

Howie Simon of Lotus Farm, 
who has been a vendor downtown 

Shoppers are welcomed with a familiar Hawaiian greeting, “E Komo Mai.” Lila and Yumbel Marassi sell clothing from Thailand.

See Market, on Page 4
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for months, is excited to have a 
new location. “I see this new loca-
tion as a great place to shop and 
sell my produce and have con-
nections with other farmers and 
craftspeople. This is the place for 
our community who wish to sup-
port local businesses and farms.”

Dash Kuhr, co-founder of 
H.I.P. Agriculture and president 
of the Kohala chapter of the Farm-
ers Union said, “I’m thrilled the 
Hawi Market has restarted in the 

center of our community. We are 
going to take it to the next level of 
abundance; health and fun are at 
the top of the agenda.”

Erika Kuhr, cofounder of H.I.P 
Agriculture, says, “As a farmer 
in North Kohala that has brought 
produce to Hawi Farmers Market 
for over 10 years, it’s refreshing 
that farmers and consumers have 
a new place to gather in down-
town Hawi. Plus, I’m excited to 
see the community develop the 
most successful, sought-after 
market on the Big Island!” 

Lila and Yumbel Marassi had 
a magnifi cent display of their 
produce and imported clothing 
from Thailand. They also provide 
a community with a weekly CSA 
(community-supported agricul-
ture) box, and this gives them fur-
ther outreach into the community.

Steve Gould, a long-time 
vendor at the banyan tree loca-
tion who has been vending in 
downtown Hawi during this tran-
sition, was present with his deli-
cious lilikoi syrup. He shared his 
enthusiasm for the new location. 
When asked about the benefi ts of 
moving to this new spot he noted, 
“Great parking, more centrally 
located across from the familiar 
original market, room to grow 
and – happily – a sheltered loca-
tion to vend.”

Dawn and Mariah Barnett are 
the co-founders of Bee Divine 
~ Products from the Hive. They 

have been raising bees and pro-
ducing a variety of beautiful 
products from their harvest are 
happy to bring the market back. 
This mother-daughter team has 
been sweetening our community 
for fi ve years. 

Dawn stated why she loves 
the market, “Community mem-
bers serving community members 
with food and services to Keep 

Shoppers can sip fresh coconut 
juice and chew on fresh coconut 

meat. Shoppers can fi nd gifts of beautiful handmade jewelry for themselves or 
someone special

Kohala Kohala! Sustainability is 
our goal.” 

The market hours are 8-12 on 
Saturday. Help spread the word! 
If you are interested in being a 
vendor or interested in supporting 
the HFUU, please email Amber 
Smith at thejourneytosoul23@
gmail.com to get an application. 
The market will be free to all ven-
dors for the next several weeks. 

Colorful squashes liven up the presentation of any meal. 

Shoppers can fi nd abundant fresh greens ready to grab and go. 

Nancy Carr Smith, Realtor
Owner and Principal Broker RB18104

65-1174 Kahawai St.  
Kamuela, HI 96743  
Phone and text 808-896-2239
nancy@alohakohalarealty.com

Vacant Agricultural Land
on Paipo Kane Road 

                       Only 1 lot left!
                                                                 (mauka of old Union Market)

Power, county water, ag water,  
private paved roads,  

ocean and mauka views.

Lot 14 – 18.02 acres $750,000 

Call for a private showing.

With all  
infrastructure in place,  
Paipo Kane is a favorite  
among Big Islanders looking to  
fulfill their dream of a low key,  
agricultural lifestyle!

Wishing you a wonderful New Year!
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It’s important for the Kohala 
Mountain News to receive ads and 
news submissions by the following 
deadlines. Otherwise, submissions 

may not be accommodated.

Our purpose is to enhance 
and strengthen the community 

by fostering continuous 
communication and 

understanding among the 
various cultures, residents and 

constituents.
www.kohalamountainnews.com

ABOUT US
Publisher/Ad Sales Manager
Tom Morse           345-0706

ltmorse@aol.com

Managing Editor 
Maureen Garry        494-4237 
kohalanewseditor@gmail.com

Layout & Calendar Editor 
Annalene Williams    339-4951

kohalacalendar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 
Jill Kupitz      896-2332

jillkupitz@gmail.com

Current Circulation 4,300
Letters to the Editor and 

Viewpoint articles must address 
issues aff ecting North Kohala 
and be accompanied by the 

author’s name, address 
and telephone number. 

Letters and Viewpoints are 
subject to editing, and shorter 

submissions will receive 
preference for publication.

For a twelve month 
subscription, please send your 
check for $36, made out to the 

Kohala Mountain News, 
P.O. Box 639, Kapa’au HI 96755. 

Be sure to include a note 
stating the name and mailing 

address of the recipient.
All material, either in part or in whole, is 

protected under U.S. copyright laws. ©2021.

Kohala Mountain News
P.O. Box 639, Kapa’au, Hawai‘i  

96755

Letters

Dear Editor:
I am writing on behalf of 

the overwhelming major-
ity of my neighbors who live 
above Hawi in North Kohala. 
On New Year’s Eve, between the 
hours of 6:30 p.m. and 1:45 a.m., 
our neighborhood sounded like a 
battle zone. This disturbance of the 
peace is always unpleasant for the 
humans in the area, especially the 
elderly amongst us and our veter-
ans who suff er from PTSD. But it is 
simply devastating for the animal 

Unintended Consequences of Fireworks
population, who have no under-
standing of what is causing these 
terrifying sounds and vibrations.
If you’ve ever had a dog for a 
friend, you’ll know that they are 
a part of our family. And for those 
of us who love and care for them, 
it is deeply distressing to be pow-
erless as we watch them shaking 
and panting for hours, petrifi ed 
by the sounds. It certainly cannot 
be good for their hearts. 
I write in the hopes that you, in 
your capacity, can shine a light 

on this issue and bring attention 
to the fact that a good portion of 
the population would like to see 
fi reworks banned in residential 
areas altogether, or at least be 
limited in their use to the hour 
or so surrounding midnight. 
I trust you will give this concern 
sincere consideration, and help 
in ending this annual psychologi-
cal assault against our innocent 
animal companions.

– Dov Kadima
Kohala resident

On January 1, 2020, 42-year-old 
Waimea resident Sylvia Ravaglia 
was tragically hit and killed near 
the main intersection in Waimea 
by a negligent driver. 

We lost someone who many 
of us will remember as an avid 
horse trainer and riding teacher, 
swim team coach, participant in 
numerous marathons and triath-
lons, and devoted wife to Mark 
and mother of 12-year-old Tiffany. 
She was called the “Queen of 
Trail Running” in 2017 after run-

A Way You Can Support the Hawaii Island Humane Society
ning the Mauna to Mauna Ultra, 
a 155.9 mile seven-day race from 
one side of the island to the other 
with a 22,000 feet of elevation 
gain, coming in three hours before 
the second-place female runner.

Sylvia loved animals from an 
early age. 

She rescued baby birds she 
found on horse trails, nursing 
them until they were able to sur-
vive on their own, as well as 
caring for numerous pets, includ-
ing two horses, several cats and a 

parrot named Tsunami.
I am inviting you to join me, 

Sylvia’s mother, in establishing 
a memorial in her name with the 
Hawaii Humane Society, located 
in Holualoa, near Kona. 

You may send donations to the 
Hawaii Humane Society, 78-6767 
Mamalahoa Hwy, Holualoa, HI 
96725 or via their website, www.
hihs.org, You may also contact 
them at 329-8002 or acct.asst@
hihs.org. 

– Ann Wilby 

All 35 of us Artists at the Kohala 
Artists’ Cooperative extend our 
deep gratitude to our community 
for taking the time and intention 
to shop with us during the Holi-
day Season! Your choice to shop 
local, to search for fun and mean-
ingful gifts of art and crafts made 
by fellow friends, helped us have 
a very successful December in so 
many ways. 

Mahalo!
– Kohala Artists’ Cooperative

Thank you to Susan and Sweet Potato Kitchen for taking care of and 
serving our community. You will be missed.

– Catherine Morgan-Standard

Credit: Catherine Morgan-Standard

Sweet Potato Kitchen ClosesMahalo for Your 
Kokua

Hawaiʻi State House of Representatives Update
From the Desk of District 7 Representative David Tarnas

Photo courtesy of David Tarnas
Representative David Tarnas 
speaks for North Kohala as a 

member of the Hawaiʻi State House 
of Representatives.

Aloha and Happy New Year! 
As the Hawai’i State Legisla-

ture begins its 2021 session, this 
month’s article describes some 
important changes to make it 
easier for the public to partici-
pate in the legislative process and 
provides updates on Hawaii’s 
COVID-19 vaccination plan. 

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Hawaiʻi State Leg-
islature has made signifi cant 
operational changes to adapt to 
the new requirements and unpre-
dictable nature of the coronavirus 
crisis. 

The Capitol will likely remain 
closed to the public during the ses-
sion to prevent large gatherings. 
Therefore, we have an improved 
system to allow testifi ers to pro-
vide video testimony remotely, in 
addition to written testimony. 

This change provides more 

opportunities for you to get 
involved in the legislative pro-
cess, without having to travel to 
the Capitol. 

Specifi c instructions on how 
to access committee hearings 
remotely are available on the 
Capitol website at www.capitol.
hawaii.gov. The 2021 Legislative 
Session convenes on January 20, 
2021 and adjourns on April 29, 
2021. 

Please take the time to create 
an account on the Capitol website, 
which allows you to track bills, 
submit testimony and learn more 
about the legislative process. 

For assistance setting up a per-
sonal Capitol website account, or 
for other questions regarding the 
legislative process, please visit 
the Legislative Reference Bureau 
Public Access Room website at 

See HI Rep, Page 6

January Contributors
Tahiti Ahsam, Michelle Augello, 

Ilea Bain, Heather Brovsky, 
Raven Diaz, Kohala Hospital, 

Ka’aina Ishimine, Dov Kadima, 
Kohala Artists’ Cooperative, 

Donna Maltz, Kathy 
Matsuda, J. A. Mollett, 

Catherine Morgan-Standard, 
Tom Morse, Partners in 

Development, Tim Richards, 
Beth Thoma Robinson, 

Melanie Sahagun, 
St. Augustine’s Episcopal 

Church, David Tarnas, Ann 
Wilby, Toni Withington

February Deadlines
Ads and News: 2/12/21

Calendar: 2/19/21
Distribution: 2/26/21

March Deadlines
Ads and News: 3/12/21

Calendar: 3/19/21
Distribution: 3/26/21
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County Council Update
From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember Tim Richards

Photo courtesy of Tim Richards 
Councilmember Tim Richards 

represents North Kohala as part of 
Hawai’i County Council District 9.

See CC, Page 7

Open for Lunch 11:30-2:30 
Sunday Brunch 11:30-2:30

Open for dinner SOON

TAKE OUT AVAILABLE!!         

                 Closed Monday

889-5555

www.lrb.hawaii.gov/par/, email 
par@capitol.hawaii.gov, or call 
808-587-0478. 

In addition to working on 
bills and the State Budget this 
session, I will also work to keep 
you informed about develop-
ments and resources related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. As distri-
bution of the COVID-19 vaccine 
ramps up across our state, I will 
provide information regarding 
the timeline for distribution and 
how individuals can access the 
vaccine as it becomes available. 

FDA approval of the COVID-
19 vaccine in the U.S. provides 
some optimism about a safe and 
healthy future for our community 
and the world. Vaccination will 
not be mandatory, but our health 
professionals highly recommend 
that everyone gets vaccinated 
when it is available for them. 

The vaccine is designed to pro-
tect individuals against the virus. 
According to the Department 
of Health (DOH), if 70-80% of 

Hawaii’s population receives the 
vaccine, we will achieve commu-
nity immunity. 

DOH is coordinating the State 
of Hawaii Vaccination Plan, which 
will ultimately make vaccination 
available to all Hawai’i residents 
over the age of 16. 

The vaccine distribution time-
line is divided into diff erent 
phases, based upon which cat-
egory of priority individuals fall 
under, and the amount of vaccine 
available to the State. The diff er-
ent phases of vaccine distribution 
may overlap. Within each phase, 
fi rst priority will be given to the 
eldest individuals. 

In late December 2020, Hawaiʻi 
began Phase 1A of the vaccination 
plan, which included vaccination 
of long-term care facility residents 
and healthcare workers, and 
Phase 1B, which includes vaccina-
tion of frontline essential workers, 
such as fi rst responders and criti-
cal transport and infrastructure 
employees. Kupuna who are 75 
or older are also included in this 

phase. 
Phase 1C of vaccinations, which 

will include other essential work-
ers, individuals aged 65 to 74, and 
those aged 16 to 64 with high-risk 
medical conditions, is anticipated 
to begin between March and May 
2021. Phase 2, or vaccination of 
the general population and those 
who did not fall under the other 
categories, is estimated to begin in 
the early summer. 

Individuals will be notifi ed 
that it is their turn to receive the 
vaccine by their healthcare pro-
vider, employer, and via general 
announcements from state and 
local leaders. According to the 
DOH, a new feature will be added 
to the COVID-19 website, www.
hawaiicovid19.com, in the coming 
weeks for individuals who meet 
the criteria of the current phase to 
sign up to receive the vaccine. The 
DOH COVID-19 website has up-
to-date information regarding the 
vaccine rollout process, the cur-
rent group being vaccinated and 
other frequently asked questions. 

You can also call (808) 586-
8332 or 1-800-933-4832 (toll free) 
between 7:45 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. to 
have your vaccination questions 
addressed by a DOH professional. 

Although the vaccine off ers 
hope for Hawaiʻi in these diffi  cult 
times, I urge you to be patient, 
and to continue to practice social 
distancing, wear your mask and 
follow recommended safety and 
hygiene practices. As always, 
please take care of yourselves and 
families as we work together to 
protect our community. 

If you have questions, com-
ments, or concerns, please contact 
me at reptarnas@capitol. hawaii.
gov and 808-586-8510. A great 
way to keep informed is to sub-
scribe to my e-newsletter at: bit.
ly/reptarnas-signup. For more 
information about the State Leg-
islature, you can go to https://
www.capitol.hawaii.gov. Mahalo 
for allowing me to serve as your 
State Representative! Please take 
care of each other and stay safe. 
Aloha. 

HI Rep continued from Page 5

Aloha! Once again, it is time 
for the monthly update from our 
offi  ce.

COUNCIL APPROVAL OF 
DEPARTMENTAL CABINET

As some are aware, this past 
week started the beginning of the 
County Charter-required process 

for Council to approve the May-
or’s departmental appointees. 
This process involves Mayor Roth 
introducing his department head 
appointee before the appropri-
ate Council Committee, and for 
a public inquiry of the appointee 
by the sitting Council Committee 
members. 

Upon completion of discus-
sion, the matter is acted upon 
by vote of the Council Commit-
tee Members to determine if said 
appointment is forwarded onto 
Council with a favorable or unfa-
vorable recommendation. 

The fi nal Council approval for 
each appointment is provided 
at the next scheduled Council 
agenda.

On January 5, Mayor Roth 
introduced his selection of Direc-
tors for nine County of Hawai`i 
departments to the Council Com-
mittees. 

He also shared of his inclusive 
cross-island appointment process, 
keeping good on his campaign 
promise regarding his appointees. 
Basically, he created an interview 

team from across the island to vet 
all the applicants, who then pro-
vided him their recommendations 
for appointment. 

In taking the responsibility of 
approving Cabinet appointees 
seriously, it has always been my 
practice to have a detailed meet-
and-greet discussion with all 
appointees prior to their appear-
ance before Council. 

It saves time and it adds a more 
personal touch by working toward 
building the bridge between key 
members of our government. I 
was fortunate to have had great 
and pointed discussions with each 
of the nine County department 
head appointees prior to the fi rst 
meeting. 

Eight out of the nine appoint-
ments were successfully approved 
with a favorable recommendation 
to the full Council, which is to be 
heard on January 20. 

They are Maurice Messina 
as Parks & Recreation Director, 
Steven I. Rodenhurst as Public 
Works Director, Deanna Sako as 
Finance Director, Ramzi I. Man-

sour as Environmental Manage-
ment Director, Douglass S. Adams 
as Research and Development 
Director, Scott Uehara as Informa-
tion Technology Director, Eliza-
beth A. Strance as Corporation 
Counsel, and Lee E. Lord as Man-
aging Director of the County of 
Hawai‘i. 

The Committee on Planning 
postponed the matter to appoint 
the Planning Director until the 
next Committee meeting, sched-
uled for January 19.

I am personally excited by the 
appointments made by Mayor 
Roth and I look forward to 
renewed vision and fresh oppor-
tunities that can come from new 
leadership. 

I will continue to build bridges 
with each Cabinet Member for the 
betterment of Council District 9 
and for our entire island commu-
nity. 

I have a running list of mat-
ters that will be carried over from 
the last administration, as well as 
new and exciting opportunities 
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Talk Story with Ilea

Ilea Bain, PsyD, is a clinical 
psychologist at Hamakua-Kohala 

Health.

CC continued from Page 6
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Holly Algood, PB  
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55-3410 Akoni Pule Hwy, 
Building 3, Hawi, HI 96719

Desirable property with 6 bedrooms and 4 full bathrooms, 2 laundry rooms, 2 carports, 
covered front lanais, back patios with privacy wall,new fl ooring, new Sapele kitchen 
cabinetry, wonderful income potential,excellent construction, & peek-a-boo ocean 

views from both units.

This 2.7 acres parcel already has conditional county approval, surveyor and engineer 
drawings for a four lot subdivision ready for your completion. A cabin at the far west 

end of the property is ready for storing your tools for building the fi rst home. 
Park-like setting on the corner of Hall Road and Akoni Pule Highway.

Clean & bright, fully furnished. This move-in ready 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath home has a great 
location yet private on cul-de-sac. In Hawi minutes from Post Offi ce, shops, groceries. 

Has large carport with storage, garden shed and smaller yard for less yard work.

Lush Puakea Bay Ranch Estate                     MLS 645256 | $2,450,000
Extremely private with stellar ocean and Maui views. Exquisite 10.91 acre property 

boasts numerous palms, fruit trees & epic tropical shade trees. Enter a long driveway 
that winds to the entrance of the property with porte cochere and circular paved 

driveway. This 4 bedroom, 5.5 bathroom, 4,870 sq ft estate features the following:
• Main residence with separate guest wing 
   and offi ce
• Ensuite bathrooms for all bedrooms and offi ce
• Three car garage with boat or RV bay, 
   caretaker quarters,workshop area, 
   greenhouse and bath
• In-ground Gunite pool, hot tub, & water slide
• Large pasture behind the residence park

• Expansive fl agstone patio
• Kitchen with two dishwashers, 
   two refrigerators, two sinks and garden view
• Easy access to equestrian easement that
   encircles the subdivision
• Extensive solar array and solar hot water
• Access to exclusive Puakea Bay Ranch 
   ocean park

Use the Homes & Land App to Scan Any Photo for More Info

Niuli’i 
Remodeled 

Quality Duplex                             
MLS 644199  
$679,000

Unique 
Subdivision 
Opportunity 

in Kapaau            
MLS 644299  
$428,000

Immaculate
 Hawi 
Home 

MLS 642196  
$411,000

as we move toward an economic 
recovery of our island and state. I 
am optimistic that the team of this 
Administration, the Council team, 
and the important team of our 
island community members will 
be able to work together toward 
a successful future for our island 
home.

BILL 217, DRAFT 2: RELAT-
ING TO PEDESTRIANS OF 
WAIPI`O VALLEY ROAD

Although Waipi`o Valley Road 
is not within Council District 9, I 
believe its usage has a direct eff ect 
on Pololū Valley. Bill 217, origi-
nally brought before the Coun-
cil Committee on Public Works 
and Mass Transit on November 
4, 2020 and again with Draft 2 on 
November 17, 2020 by then Dis-
trict 1 Council Member Valerie 
Poindexter, had an intention to 
include Waipi`o Valley Road on 
the schedule of roads identifi ed 
as closed to pedestrian traffi  c due 
to safety concerns, with exception 
for emergencies. 

However, after much discus-
sion with valley residents, com-
munity members, fellow Council 
Members, and the then Corpora-
tion Counsel, it was determined 
that much more discussion and 
recommendations were needed. 
At its next reading, held on 
December 23, 2020, the matter 
was postponed to the ‘Call of 
the Chair,’ which means that the 
matter will be brought back up at 
a later time, likely after more clar-

ifi cation and recommendations 
can be identifi ed and proposed. 

I believe that this is a very 
important piece of legislation, 
obviously due to safety concerns 
of pedestrians; however, also 
due to the increase vehicle traffi  c 
it would create, the condition of 
the existing road, the livelihood 
of residents and farmers in the 
valley, as well as how a closure 
of one of the island’s prestigious 
hiking trails would impact our 
very own Pololū Valley. 

I have heard from numerous 
concerned community members 
on this topic and I agree with their 
concerns. 

We already have parking 
issues. A closure of pedestrian 
access of Waipi`o Valley would 
cause multitudes to fl ock to 
the next available valley trail, 
Pololū. Pololū is not ready for this 
increase. Infrastructure concerns 
are at the forefront. 

Thus, I am grateful that Bill 
217, Draft 2 has been postponed 
and is being revisited. 

It is important to me that leg-
islative decisions are made with 
good information that takes the 
entire island community into con-
sideration. 

Stay tuned for more on this 
matter in the near future. 

As always, it continues to be 
a great privilege to serve as your 
Councilman. If you have any spe-
cifi c questions, please do not hesi-
tate to reach out to my offi  ce. Stay 
healthy and safe! 

“The best political, social, and 
spiritual work we can do is to 
withdraw the projection of our 
shadow onto others.” – Carl Jung 

Since the pandemic began, 
there has been an understand-
able increase in anxiety, fear, and 
uncertainty, accompanied by less 
critical thinking, increased reac-
tivity, and greater polarization 
amongst people. All of which con-
tributes to more of our personal 
and societal ‘shadow’ aspects 
emerging more intensely. 

So what is our shadow? Our 
shadow includes any aspect of 
self that we tend to deny, sup-
press, or avoid facing or show-
ing others because of the pain or 

shame associated with admitting 
to and taking responsibility for 
these aspects within us. What 
constitutes the shadow is largely 
contextual to culture and what 
individuals and society deem to 
be acceptable or unacceptable. 
Some examples of shadow could 
include anger, rage, greed, preju-
dice, sexuality, self-righteousness, 
selfi shness, aggression and vio-
lence. 

In the absence of conscious 
introspection and self-refl ection, 
many people avoid facing their 
shadows by using the psychologi-
cal defense mechanism known 
as projection. Projection occurs 
when we assign an element of 
our personality or self to another 
person or group. We can project 
both positive and negative quali-
ties onto others but most often, 
we tend to project our undesirable 
feelings, behaviors or impulses in 
order to lower our anxiety. After 
all, if it is someone else’s bad trait 
and not ours, then we don’t have 
to admit to having faults or weak-
nesses. For example, someone 
who bullies others and fi xates 
on pointing out all their fl aws is 
likely insecure with himself or 
herself but rather than admit to 
those personal insecurities, proj-
ects them onto others in order to 
feel better temporarily.

While all humans have both 
See Ilea, Page 7
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constructive and destructive 
traits within, we tend to set our-
selves up for problems when we 
acknowledge only one side of 
the coin. When we focus exclu-
sively on our desirable qualities 
and refuse to acknowledge our 
shadow parts, they tend to creep 
deeper into our unconscious and 
come out in more explosive, dis-
torted and uncontrollable ways 
later on. When someone relies too 
heavily on the use of projection, 
they also tend to blame negative 
circumstances on others and fail 
to take responsibility for their role 
in any problematic or undesirable 
outcomes. This fi nger pointing 
can breed dangerous misunder-

standings and damage between 
people or groups, as most of us 
resent being on the receiving end 
of undesirable projections and 
often react negatively in return. 
On the surface, this cyclical blame 
game can make it seem easier to 
live with ourselves because if all 
the problematic behaviors exist 
outside of us, everyone else is the 
bad guy responsible for our suf-
fering and we are the good and 
righteous victim. However, this 
oversimplifi ed splitting of good 
versus bad only deepens our 
sense of being powerless and inef-
fective, leading to even more pro-
jection. 

Nonetheless, projection is an 
inevitable and necessary compo-

nent in our psychological devel-
opment as it also enables us to 
have empathy for one another. 
So it’s not in our best interest to 
try to eliminate it altogether but 
rather, the ideal would be for us 
to develop greater self-refl ective 
awareness and self-control in 
our responsivity. That way, in the 
event of casting a projection, we 
can start to recognize the personal 
origin of the projection, stop dis-
placing it onto other people, and 
instead reclaim and integrate it 
into our conscious awareness. 
With increased self-awareness 
comes greater consciousness. 
Taking personal responsibility 
for our whole selves allows for 
greater choice in behavior. With 

greater choice comes increased 
self-acceptance, tolerance of dif-
ferences, empowerment, patience, 
compassion, understanding and 
emotional maturity. All of which 
leads to more cohesive and peace-
ful functioning, both inside and 
out. 

Want to participate in this 
column? Please write to talkstory-
withilea@gmail.com. Each month 
I will select a story or theme to 
share in this column. I will not 
disclose any names or identifying 
information. 

Disclaimer: The views and opin-
ions of this column are solely those 
of the author and do not necessar-
ily refl ect the offi  cial position of 
Hamakua Kohala Health Center. 

By Beth Thoma Robinson R(B)
Home Sales Continue Strong 

in 2020 
A combination of pandemic-

driven buying and historically 
low interest rates increased the 
number of sales and pushed 
up home prices in Kohala and 
throughout Hawaii in 2020. 

Prior to this year, we had 
gradually rising prices, around 
3–4 percent per year since 2017, 
as inventory became tight at 
the lower price points. In 2020, 
we saw prices climb even at the 
higher price points due to an 
increased number of buyers in 
that segment of the market.

To summarize:
• 65 homes sold in 2020 in 

Kohala, compared with 50 homes 
in 2019.

• The lowest home price in 
2020 was $236,000 for a foreclo-
sure; the highest residential sale 
was $5,900,000 for the oceanfront 
estate at Puakea Bay Ranch.

• Prices have increased but are 
still below where they were at the 
peak 12 years ago.

Although the statistics say the 
median home sale price rose from 
$511,250 in 2019 to $577,000 in 
2020, the increase in median price 
is not saying that each home sold 
for 13 percent more than it would 
have last year. Median price refers 
to the distribution of sales: half the 

Kohala Real Estate Market – 2020 Review
homes sold for less and half the 
homes sold for more. The main 
factor driving this higher median 
was more sales of expensive prop-
erties. 

Opportunities for First-Time 
Home Buyers 

In 2008, the lowest-priced 
home sale in Kohala was $345,000. 
In 2020, there were 23 sales under 
$500,000 and the average was 
$395,000. Mainly these were fi rst-
time homebuyers, thanks to low 
interest rates. 

The 2020 median price of 
$395,000 for a starter home, with 
little or no down payment, trans-
lates into a mortgage cost (not 
including taxes and insurance) of 
$1,650 per month at today’s rates, 
just below three percent. In 2008, 
when the interest rate was more 
than double what it is today, that 
same monthly payment would 
have meant the buyer could only 
qualify for a $275,000 mortgage. 
That is why we see fi rst-time 
buyers in the $400,000 price range 
today. It would be hard to fi nd 
a three-bedroom rental for that 
monthly payment!

Homes on Acreage Dominate 
Higher End Sales

Homes that sold between 
$500,000 and $1,000,000 had a 
record year. There were 29 sales 
in 2020, compared with 18 sales 
in 2019. This included three new 

homes in the Hanaula Village 
subdivision on 10,000 square foot 
lots, but at this price point most 
sales are homes on larger lots, 
1–20 acres in size. 

There were also 11 sales over 
$1 million, compared with seven 
in 2019. Four of these were over 
$2 million, compared with only 
one in that price range in 2019. 
Mostly these are malihini buyers, 
and the sellers also are either 
non-resident or returning to the 
mainland. Some newcomers were 
looking for a second home, which 
then became their primary resi-
dence because of the pandemic.

Three of the four sales over $2 
million were at Puakea Bay Ranch, 
and one was the farm sometimes 
called the Kenny Loggins estate, 
after the original owner.

No Increase in Land Sales or 
Prices 

The MLS shows 19 vacant lots 
were sold in 2020, compared with 
20 parcels in 2019. The lowest 
price was $150,000 for a 15,545 
square foot lot in Hawi. Lots 
around 20 acres continue to sell 
for a bit under $600,000. Prices on 
comparable lots were stable. 

However, only one portion of 
the biggest land sale in Kohala 
in 2020, the 485 acres in Maka-
pala that sold for $2,625,000, was 
reported in the MLS. The same 
buyer also purchased the sur-

rounding lands formerly belong-
ing to Surety Kohala that had been 
foreclosed in 2012. The newly 
created Ho`okipa Ranch totals 
approximately 7,000 acres, which 
will remain in agricultural use.

There were no sales of ocean-
front parcels in 2020, although 
the 93 acres at Kapanaia remains 
in escrow waiting for the County 
PONC fund to complete its pur-
chase for open space and preser-
vation of the Kapalama Heiau.

Even though vacant land prices 
are not increasing, larger parcels 
of vacant land are not aff ordable 
for local families and farmers. Per 
the guidance in the NK CDP, there 
are also few parcels that could be 
re-zoned and subdivided to pro-
vide more aff ordable housing 
options. Thus, the cost of land 
remains the biggest obstacle to 
aff ordable housing in Kohala.

Forecast for 2021 – Tighter 
Housing Inventory

As of January 2021, there are 
13 homes in escrow and only 18 
active residential listings. Only 
two listings are under $500,000; 
half of the active listings are above 
$1 million. 

That leaves many buyers wait-
ing for new listings to come on 
the market and attractive ones get 
multiple off ers in a short time. In 
other words, expect 2021 to con-
tinue to be a seller’s market.
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Story by Toni Withington
The possibility of purchasing 

the land at Mahukona for cul-
tural preservation and public use 
moves closer and closer. Multiple 
organizations have been pull-
ing together funding sources to 
protect the coastal land between 
Mahukona and Kapa’a parks in 
open space. County funds, state 
funds, and private donations – all 
will be going into the yet-to-be 
known price for the 600+ acres of 
land, currently owned by a Cana-
dian organization and controlled 
by a Florida holding company.

The Mahukona land hit the 
jackpot recently when it became 
known that the County Public 
Access, Open Space and Natural 
Resources Preservation Commis-
sion (PONC) named Mahukona 
both #1 and #3 on its 2020 pri-
ority list for purchase using the 
2% Open Space Fund. The list is 
included in the mayor’s report on 
the commission’s fi ndings, which 
is expected to be accepted by the 
County Council soon.

Why both #1 and #3? Because 
the land was nominated by two 
organizations. Hawaiian Island 
Land Trust (HILT), in conjunction 
with Na Kalai Wa`a, nominated 
the full 600 acres formerly owned 
by Surety Kohala, including acre-
age mauka of Akoni Pule High-
way. 

The four Kohala groups that 
have successfully nominated the 
land to the PONC list since 2008, 
included only the 434 acres makai 
of the highway. 

All groups are working for the 
same goal, conserving the former 
Crown Land that is studded with 
historic sites, including Hawaii’s 
navigational heiau, known 
throughout the Pacifi c. 

Also towards keeping open 
Kohala’s favorite ocean recre-
ational area. The joint project has 
been named Māhukona Naviga-
tional & Cultural Complex.

In addition of seeking County 
funds, HILT and Na Kalai Wa’a 
last year applied to the State for 
support from the Legacy Land 
Preservation Fund. Stage two of 

Mahukona Land Purchase Takes a 
Leap Forward

the grant will be submitted in Feb-
ruary and presented to the Legacy 
Land Conservation Program 
Commission in March. The eff ort 
is being spearheaded by Shae 
Kamaka’ala, Director of ‘Aina 
Protection at HILT. She is seeking 
community support for that pre-
sentation.

In order to support initial 
project costs and create a source 
of matching funds, HILT has 
also launched a Mahukona Fund 
where everyone can contrib-
ute to the eff ort. Foundations 
are also being asked to donate. 
Kamaka’ala, who has been work-
ing on the project for over a year 
from her home in Hilo says:

“HILT has successfully raised 
$44,500 towards the $215,930 goal 
to launch our eff ort to protect this 
irreplaceable part of the Kohala 
coastline. Mahalo to all of our gen-
erous donors who have stepped 
forward to help us as we continue 
raising the purchase price to pro-
tect Māhukona. Every bit of sup-
port helps!”

Donations to the fund can be 
made easily online at www.hilt.
org/mahukona. 

Tax deductible donations to 
the fund can also be made by 
phone to (808) 791-0730 or by mail 
to Hawaiian Islands Land Trust at 
126 Queen Street, Ste. 306, Hono-
lulu HI 96813. 

The website also contains lots 
of information about the impor-
tance of Mahukona and a long list 
of supporters.

An appraisal of the land is 
underway to determine the price, 
but all the groups participating 
have expressed confi dence that, 
with multiple sources, the funds 
can be raised.

“Working towards a hopeful 
conservation purchase to pro-
tect Māhukona—forever—is an 
opportunity and kuleana that we 
are so blessed to be a part of. The 
task is no small one, yet, our HILT 
Board of Director’s and staff  have 
made a commitment to this multi-
year eff ort. We will need each and 
every one of us to truly Mālama 
Māhukona,” Kamaka’ala said.

In December 2020, Hawai-
ian nonprofi t Partners in Devel-
opment Foundation received a 
$27,027 grant from the William 
J. and Dorothy K. O’Neill Foun-
dation for the Piha Me Ka Pono 
program. The funding will pro-
vide North Kohala community 
students additional educational 
support and resources to enhance 
their school experience, which has 
been drastically altered due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In addition, 
community workshops will be 
off ered based on the needs of the 
community and can include, but 
not be limited to, fi nancial literacy, 
fi rst aid and CPR, Hawaiian cul-
ture, and other certifi cations. 

Piha Me Ka Pono sparks 
unique partnerships with com-
munity agencies to meet the 
needs of Kohala Complex stu-
dents and their ʻohana, servicing 
beyond academic requirements 

Under-Served Kohala Students to Receive 
Support from O’Neill Foundation

like collaborating with the high 
school culinary arts school stu-
dents to cook and prepare food 
for community events and health 
assistance to build a healthy and 
resilient community. 

Past and current partnerships 
and eff orts allow Piha Me Ka 
Pono to supplement innovation 
and keep up with the ever-chang-
ing needs and challenges of the 
community, particularly with the 
pandemic. These projects include 
utilizing a 3D printer to create PPE 
such as masks, Medical Assistant 
Certifi cations for high school stu-
dents, and a resilience hub that 
supports working parents with a 
safe place where their child can 
be supported with their distance 
learning and interact with others 
during the pandemic. 

To learn more about Piha Me 
Ka Pono or support their eff orts, 
please visit pidf.org. 

Credit: Partners in Development Foundation 
The Partners in Development Foundation has received a $27,027 grant 
from the William J. and Dorothy K. O’Neill Foundation to help meet the 

needs of Kohala Complex students.
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THE RISE AND FALL OF SUGAR IN KOHALA
A One Hundred-and-Twelve Year History

1863 1975
             By Tom Morse
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 PART FOUR

THE PROCESS OF GROWING SUGAR CANE
Sugar cane was grown on the plantation. Some of these were 

owned by the sugar company, and some were owned by indepen-
dent landowners, who leased their land to the sugar companies. 
Hawaiian mills of the 1860s were typically powered by animals and 
water. Mill capacity was small, and plantations were limited in acre-
age. In the early models, cattle were used to power the rollers. The 
cattle were tied to a rope, and when walking around the machine 
would turn a gear that then turned the rollers that were attached 
to the adjacent gear. By the 1880s, almost all mills were powered by 
steam or a steam/water combination. Other expensive equipment 
came with steam power: such as iron rollers to crush the sugar and 
extract the juice, vacuum pans used in boiling, and centrifuges to 
prepare higher quality sugars at a faster pace. But more important, 
steam-powered mills and corollary equipment demanded extensive 
acreages of cane to make them pay, and a year-round workforce to 
maintain the fi eld operations.

Adequate rainfall was always a concern in Kohala. During a 
drought period in 1898, when heavy, dark clouds were seen over the 
dry fi elds, but no rain was forthcoming, workers attached dynamite 
to a very large kit with a long line and a long fuse. The fuse was 
lit with the hope of creating rain. Although tried a few times, the 
experiment was unsuccessful. It did, however, terrify dogs on the 
ground.

This is how the process worked in the fi rst plantations and mills. 
Over the history of sugar, all of the processes were mechanized to 
some extent.

Workers did a variety of things depending on what season it 
was. To start with, fi elds were plowed, hoed, cane segments were 
planted, and the fi elds were watered. Sections of cane would be 
laid horizontally in rows. A new plant stem grew from the bud. The 

Source: Capital in Sugar – J. A. Mollett
Plowing. 

plants would be tended to as they grew. Workers would do weed-
ing, insect control, and rodent removal - though children were often 
hired for the latter task. Generally, irrigation was required. At lower 
elevations, the duration from planting to harvest is about twenty-
four months. Mature canes grew to about twelve feet high.

When the crop was ready for harvest, dry leaves were stripped 
from the stalks by hand, a grueling task. An alternative was devel-
oped whereby the fi elds would be set afl ame. 

When the fl ames died down, all that remained were the juice-
fi lled cane stalks. 

Then workers swung a machete as they walked to cut the high 
stalks, a process called oki ko in Hawaiian. The cane was cut close 
to the ground, row after row. A cane knife was used to cut the cane 
into fi ve-foot lengths. Dust fi lled the air, and workers were battered 

Source: Dorrance Collection
Oki ko.

Source: Dorrance Collection
Hapai ko
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Cell: 808-989-5995
Off : 808-889-5505 
April Lee, RB, BA,

CCIM, ABR, E-Pro, 
Green Realtor™

Properties closed in 2020

Local Seller said:
“You listened to our needs, gave us 
SO MUCH TIME & we will always 
recommend you, April!” 
- Adele Merrill

I can serve you with the same 
dedication & experience!

Dragon Heart Farms is a 
Regenerative Tropical Fruit Tree Farm, 

with a focus on building healthy soil 
& creating high-end fertilizers made 

with local, repurposed materials.

Follow Us For
• Product Updates
• Instructional Videos
• Community Stories

@thedragonheartfarm

by the sharp edges of the cut stalk. The temperatures made the work 
unbearable.

The cut cane was loaded by hand (hapai ko) onto oxen-drawn 
wagons, and taken to the mill for processing. Pay was about one 
dollar per day. Drawn wagons were used until the 1930s. Oxen were 
used at fi rst, and then mules. By 1880, steam tractors did the haul-
ing.

    
Women were sometimes part of the labor force, but at harvest 

time, all hands were needed. School was shut down, and children 
helped bring in the cane.

Next Month: 
The Mill – The Process of Milling Sugar Cane, Workers.

Credit: Hawaii State Archives
Oxen harvest.

Source: Hawaii State Archives
Horse and mule harvest. 

Source: Hawaii State Archives
Steam tractor harvest.
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Weekly Events in  FEBRUARY 2021
EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO HEALTH CONCERNS

DAY START END EVENT VENUE CONTACT

MON 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

9AM Senior Club @ CIVIC CENTER kohalaseniors@gmail.com

5PM 6PM Insanity Classes with Ross 
Pagat

Solid Rock
North Church

989-0966

6pm 6:30pm free rmd taiko classes hisaoka gym 895-2025

7PM Al-Anon meeting Kohala 
Mission School

895-2094

TUES 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL BAPTIST CHURCH 889-5675

5PM 6PM MEDITATION COURSE Intergenerational 
center

917-
293-3427

5pm 6pm Insanity Classes 
with Ashlee Cheek

Solid Rock 
North Church

989-0966

6pm 7pm Women's Recovery Dharma meeting zoom 464-4411

6pm 7pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

wed 7am 8am AA DAWN PATROL BAPTIST CHURCH 889-5675

12pm 3pm Thrift shop st augustine's 889-5390

2pm 4pm open guided art studio Artists' co-op 783-1158

2:30pm 4:30pm Teens X2 Social  10-19 yrs Artists' co-op 989-5995

4:30PM KOHALA CARES FOOD DRIVE HUB PARKING LOT

6pm 6:30pm free rmd taiko classes walker hall 895-2025

6PM 7:30PM Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-0404

7PM Alcoholics Anonymous Wylie Hall, ‘Iole Rd 889-6703

THU 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL BAPTIST CHURCH 889-5675

9AM 10:15PM Healing Circle Nani's Garden 805-452-9501

4pm 6pm thrift shop st augustine's 889-5390

4PM FREE FRUIT SHARING MARKET ST AUGUSTINE'S 889-1282

5PM 6pm Insanity Classes 
with Ross Pagat

Solid Rock North 
Church

989-0966

6pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

7PM 8PM Narcotics anonymous meeting Wiley Hall on Iole 805-452-9501

FRI 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL BAPTIST CHURCH 889-5675

9AM Healing Circle for addicts, 
ALCOHOLICS

Nani's Garden 805-
452-9501

12PM 2PM MUSIC LAB ARTIST'S COOP 333-8026

SAT 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

8AM 12PM FARMERS MARKET THE HUB 313-338 -7090

Sun 7am 8am aa dawn patrol baptist church 889-5675

10AM 11AM Seibukan Karate Academy FARMERS MARKET 889-0404

10am 11am West African Drumming class Artists' Co-op 987-4243

11:30am 12:30pm West African Dance class Artists' Co-op 987-4243

6PM 7:15PM RECOVERY DHARMA MEETING KAVA CAFE 805-452-9501

Adjacent to Aloha Gas
Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa`au
Open M-F 8am - 5pm
Sat 8am - 12pm

889-6405
Dr. Daryl Stang
rokuhawaii@gmail.com

KOHALA
VET CLINIC

NAKAHARA STORE

(808) 889-6449  | Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm  Sun: 8am-3pm
Located in historic Hawi by the banyan tree

Groceries. Snacks. Hawaiian Gifts
HOME TO OUR FAMOUS OVEN ROASTED CHICKEN,
CHAR SIU PORK, CLAM DIP, & MAUI ONION SALSA

Sacred Heart Catholic Church was the site of rooftop repairs and 
termite tenting in December, just in time for Christmas celebrations.

Sprucing Up at Sacred Heart

Credit: Toni Withington

Credit: Frank Hustace

Huaʻōlelo / Hawaiian Word for 
ʻIaunuali 2021(January)

ʻŌlelo
By Kaʻaina Ishimine
ʻŌlelo: Language, speech, word, statement.
ʻŌlelo Noʻeau / Hawaiian Proverb: 
“I ka ʻōlelo no ke ola, i ka ʻōlelo no ka make.”
Translation: “In speech there is life, in speech there is death.”
Explanation: Words have the power to construct or destruct. 
It is important to think before speaking, as words can’t be 
taken back after being said.



Great menu and 
courtyard seating

Plus delicious coffee 
and fresh baked goods
Have your small party 

in the courtyard
Mon - Fri  7am to 2pm 

sat & sun CLOSED
On the highway in downtown Kapa’au

889-5546

Pomaika’i
Café
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North Hawaii Hospice is looking for 
patient and offi  ce volunteers.  

Patient volunteers help patients and 
their families by providing respite care, 
companionship and emotional support.  
Volunteers can also help with grocery 
shopping, light household chores or 
meal preparation.  Hospice provides
 in-depth and detailed training via an 
on-line training program to give you 
the confi dence and knowledge to 

work with Hospice patients and their 
families.  Additionally, Hospice staff  

members are always available to assist 
and answer questions.  During the 

pandemic, Hospice also makes 
available masks, gloves and cleaning 
supplies for volunteers.  Patients and 

their families are screened and 
volunteers are only placed in homes 

where they will feel safe.

Volunteers are an essential part of 
the care we provide at Hospice, 
and our volunteers truly feel that 

they always come away with more 
than they give.  Please volunteer, 
help a neighbor, or reach out to a 
friend with the confi dence to off er 

compassionate support and 
guidance during a diffi  cult time.

To volunteer 
please call 885-7547 or email 

volunteer.manager@
northhawaiihospice.org

See Art, Page 15

Now Open 
in The Nanbu Building, Kapa'au

Jana Kaholoa'a
REALTOR® Broker | RB-21500

808.895.1045
Jana@BetterIslandLifestyle.com

Donald F Watson
REALTOR® Broker | RB-18770

808.987.0574
Don@BetterIslandlifestyle.com

Long time Kohala 
Residents working 
for our community

ISLAND
LIFESTYLE

Independently owned and operated

To Advertise In 
The Kohala 

Mountain 
News 

Call Tom 
345 0706

Did you know? 
The Kohala Mountain  

News 
is online at

kohalamountainnews.com

Now SEARCHABLE 
back to 2011

By Tom Morse
Senior softball returns on 

February 13. One of Kohala’s 
two teams, Local Boyz, will 
participate with nineteen other 
teams island-wide. As in the 
past, the season will be divided 
into two segments. 

Local Boyz Schedule for the 
First Portion of the Season:

February 13 – HOME
February 20 – Away
February 27 – HOME
March 6 – Away
March 20 – Away
April 3 – HOME
April 10 – HOME
April 17 – HOME
April 24 – Away
   

All home games are played at 
Kamehameha Park beginning at 

10:00 a.m. on Saturdays.

COVID-19 precautions will be 
exercised:

Social distancing at all times.
Players in the dugout will wear 

cloth masks.
Umpires and catchers will wear 

cloth masks.
The dugout areas will be disin-
fected before and after games.
No social gatherings after the 

games.

Kupuna Softball 
Returns

Community Mural Project Depicts Kohala Culture
Story and photos by Raven Diaz 

Last year brought many unex-
pected changes and much trans-
formation to Kohala, and beyond. 
In an eff ort to respond and off er 
positive focus and redirection in 
pandemic times, Feed Hawaii 
and 1Heart HUB sponsored the 
Kohala Village HUB community 
mural project. The objective of the 
project was to provide a moʻolelo, 
or story, in images of Kohala cul-
ture and values as we meet chal-
lenges and emerge with resilience 
in post pandemic times. Lead 
artists Raven Diaz (White Raven 
Creations) and Kanoa Castro 
(Mele Murals) brought a beautiful 
blend of styles and storytelling to 
the space through vibrant colors 
and images of themes and myths 
from the Kohala region. The proj-
ect started with four Zoom-based 
community forums as a chance to 
brainstorm and collect ideas from 
key leaders and kupuna in the 
community, as well as any inter-
ested community members. 

Based on this input, the art-
ists laid out the lines for images. 
Community members were then 
invited to come help paint in six 
diff erent open-air events. Social 
distancing was easily observed 
due to the large outdoor area of 
the mural space. Kids, adults and 

Victorious Punia detail. See Mural, Page 14
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THE 
COQUI CORNERC R

Happy New Year from the Coqui Coalition!
It’s a new year,  but our eradicators are continuing the fight. Iole, 

Ainakea, Hawi town, Kentia Nursery, Omachi Road, and upper
 Kynnersley received treatment in December. Kamehameha Park Road 

and other sites were also treated.
  Mahalo to those of you that are taking care of the back yard coquis 
and helping to keep your neighborhood quiet. We appreciate your 

energy and involvement. Please don’t grow apathetic. 
All major infestations start with only a few coqui.

For eradication strategies and methods, check us out at the
kohalacoquicoalition.org website. You can also call and leave a 
message at the COQUI INFORMATION LINE at 889-1777

Mahalo to the state and county for supporting our efforts.
Tax-deductible donations are gratefully accepted through

NKCRC, P.O. Box 519, Hawi Hawaii 96719

OPEN:
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8AM - 5PM
CLOSED:

SATURDAY SUNDAY

BODYPRO IS A COVID-19 SAFETY COMPLIANT CLINIC

OUR CLIENT'S SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY
WE NOW OFFER VIRTUAL APPOINTMENTS FROM 

THE SAFETY OF YOUR HOME!

CALL: 808.657.4722

OPEN:

elders came out to support the 
project and have fun painting! 
The images focus on represent-

Mural continued from Page 13

ing the main values of Food, Arts, 
Culture and Ecology. There are 
three main moʻolelo, or legends, 

Makali’i wa’a.

Ocean Floor mural.

Detail from the Punia and the Shark panel.

“He`e” detail from the Ocean Floor mural.

See Mural, Page 15
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Kohala Cowboys 2020 victory.

 VEA POLYNESIAN GIFTS
Locally hand-made items

Drums, 
Wood Carvings, 
Hula Instruments

On the highway 
in Kapa'au,

next to the pharmacy       
Since 1980
Call for hours

808-987-6373
808-889-6294

www.hula-implements.com

“Communitree” panel detail.
represented: `Iole and Makaliʻi, 
Punia and the Shark, and the Law 
of the Splintered Paddle. 

Kohala Village HUB co-
founder Delphina Dorrance says, 
“It was such an honor and inspi-
ration to turn pandemic-driven 
town silence into a burst of life, 
color and story through art ... cap-
turing community perspectives 
through neighbors’ minds, hearts 
and hands, and revealing some of 
the fl avors and spirit of Kohala. 

The mural’s meaning deep-
ened as it was brought to life on 
the remains of Luke’s/HUB PUB, 
which had burned down exactly 
one year prior to COVID clo-
sures.” 

She goes on to say, “Art is 
always here for human souls. This 
visual form of storytelling is able 
to capture bigger moments of life, 
the environment, and community 
history and vision.” 

Currently, the mural is open 
for public viewing with COVID 
safety protocols posted. There are 
QR codes posted throughout the 
various panels that serve as a self-
guided tour resource. 

Simply download a QR code 
reader app to your phone and you 
can stroll by the images while lis-
tening and watching the explana-
tions and history behind them. 

The Kohala Village HUB has 
plans to host weekly markets 
on-site soon, and there will be 
an ongoing opportunity to add 
family names to the “Communi-
tree” panel, representing the inter-
connectivity of our diverse and 
vibrant community through the 
metaphor of our endemic plants, 
the koaʻia and ʻiliahi or Sandal-
wood trees. 

Stay tuned for updates through 
Kohala Village HUB on Instagram 
and Facebook. 

Mural continued from Page 14
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KOHALA MONTHLY CALENDAR FEBRUARY 2021

Email monthly calendar listings to:  kohalacalendar@gmail.com

ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO CURRENT HEALTH CONCERNS

Telephone 889-6436

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Hawi, Hawai’i  •  The Welcoming Church

Masses: Saturday 5 pm 
Sunday 7 a.m.  •  9:30 am

Rev Elias Escanilla
Deacon Thomas Adams

Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am
Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm

Gospel of Salvation 
Kohala

Kokoiki Road
Service: Sunday 9:00 AM

Adult Bible Study: Monday 7 PM
Prayer Meeting: Friday 7 PM

Pastor Ilima Moiha
www. gos-kohala.org

WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Services:
Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
Divine Service: 10:45 AM

Potluck-Fellowship 
Lunch every Sabbath

55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI
(808)889-5646
Kohalasda.com

Kohala SDA Church

Kohala 
Churches

KOHALA HONGWANJI
SHIN BUDDHISM

FEBRUARY SERVICE
Sunday, Feb. 21, 10 am

Please bring your own mask, 
outdoor service
For more information 
call: (808) 895-9670

Reverend Daido Baba

Kohala Baptist Church

Please join us Sundays for Bible study  
at 9 AM  in the chapel and 

Worship at 10:30 AM outside
 under the Royal Poinsianna tree

‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’

(Matthew 11:28)

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416

Across from Makapala Retreat

Follow us on        Kohala Baptist Church

Kalahikiola 
Congregational Church

Service every Sunday Morning at 9:30 
followed by pupus & fellowship

Prayer time Tuesdays at 11:30

Iole road off Akoni Pule Hwy. in 
Kapa’au 1/4 mile past the statue

www.kalahikiolacongregationalchurch.com

889-6703

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
Kapa’au, North Kohala  

Join our Sunday worship via 
FB livestream at 9:00 AM 

In-person worship with Holy Eucharist limited to 
8 in the church with overfl ow in Walker Hall. 

For more information: 889-5390
Thrift shop open: Wed: 12-3PM, Thur: 4-6PM
Face masks are required. Safe distancing.

Community Meal: 
Feb 8 & 22 @ 4:30pm till pau

www.staugustineskohala.com

NORTH KOHALA
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

You can support our projects and the Center with a tax-deduc  ble dona  on to
NKCRC, P.O. Box 519, Hawi, HI 96719 • 889-5523• 

www.northkohala.org
A great way to love Kohala!

With generous support from community members, local 
and national foundations, as well as the State and County 
of Hawaii, over $645,000 was distributed to community 

projects through NKCRC in 2020. 

We give special thanks to the many businesses, 
foundations and individuals who contributed to 

support the Center’s operations in 2020. 

Mahalo!

date DAY START END EVENT DESCRIPTION VENUE PHONE

2/3 WED 4:00 PM KOHALA Community Access 
Group

MEETING SENIOR CENTER imuakohala@gmail.com

2/3 WED 4:30 PM NKAG MEETING OLD COURTHOUSE 889-0404

2/3 WED 4:30 PM Kohala Cares Food Distribution Hub Parking lot alohapeter@yahoo.com

2/4 THU 4:00 PM FREE FOOD SHARING MARKET KOHALA GLEANING ST AUGUSTINES 889-1282

2/8 THU 4:30 PM 6:00 PM Community Meal - take out At St. Augustine Episcopal Church Walker Hall 889-5390

2/10 WED 4:30 PM Kohala Cares Food Distribution THE HUB alohapeter@yahoo.com

2/11 TUE 6:00 PM Hawaii Farmers Union United facebook.com/
KohalaChapterHFUU/

The HUB kohala.hfuu@gmail.com

2/11 THU 4:00 PM FREE FOOD SHARING MARKET KOHALA GLEANING ST AUGUSTINES 889-1282

2/17 WED 4:30 PM Kohala Cares Food Distribution The HUB alohapeter@yahoo.com

2/18 THU 9:00 AM 11:00 AM Sacred Heart Food Basket Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church

889-5115

2/18 THU 4:00 PM FREE FOOD SHARING MARKET KOHALA GLEANING ST AUGUSTINES 889-1282

2/20 SAT 4:30 PM 6:30 PM Free Grindz hot meal Kohala Baptist Church Banyan Tree 889-5416

2/22 THU 4:30 PM 6:00 PM Community Meal - take out At St. Augustine Episcopal Church Walker Hall 889-5390

2/24 WED 4:00 PM 5:30 PM Restorative Yoga Therapy 
class

With Carla Orellana, Certified 
Yoga Therapist, by donation

The HUB 889-0404

2/24 WED 4:30 PM Kohala Cares Food Distribution The HUB alohapeter@yahoo.com

2/24 WED 5:00 PM Parks, Water & Roads Group Monthly meeting Old Courthouse 889-6238

2/25 THU 4:30 PM 6:00 PM Thrift Shop At St. Augustine Episcopal Church 
(EVERY WED & THU 
SEE WEEKLY CALENDAR)

Next to Walker Hall 889-5390

2/25 TUE 6:30 PM 9:00 PM Belly Dancing HUB BARN 889-0404

2/25 THU 4:00 PM FREE FOOD SHARING MARKET KOHALA GLEANING ST AUGUSTINES 889-1282

SHORT LINK to google map of FOOD DROP locations ON THE BIG ISLAND:     https://bit.ly/3gH0xUm

actual link: https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1CWvnP9F3yFbncrwjfExqd4JxP-7vIec4&ll=19.60204042869492%2C-
156.05109755417124&z=10&fbclid=IwAR3u5CoPZCiVyB9kVBYjN1lKwjjtqcpxECTPfSexw7ajmD35JWlG1KlEY9Y
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Keiki Dental 
Services 
Available

Kohala Keiki Dental Office
53-3925 Akoni Pule Highway, Kapa’au,
Hours: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

8:00 am – 5:00 pm

Call for an Appointment
808 889-6236 or 808 889-5453

Providing dental care for patients ages 
1 to 20 years old with QUEST, Private HDS 
and HMSA insurances. Uninsured patients 

maybe eligible for a discount based on 
your family size and income.

www.hamakua-health.org
Caring for Your ‘Ohana, Caring for You

● Groceries ● General Merchandise ● Fishing & Diving Supplies 
● Fresh Flowers & Arrangements ● Hawaiiana

Monday - Saturday 8 to 7, Sunday 9 to 5
Across from the Middle School in Halaula ● 889-5262

We are here for you
Open M-W-F 12-5
CDC guidelines followed

Tele-med available
Many anti-virals available

Mount your defense. Get healthy now

Call now   808 498 - 4018

By Tahiti Ahsam
Last summer (of 2020) I was 

blessed with the opportunity of 
being an intern of Huliauapaʻa’s 
Wahi Kūpuna Internship Pro-
gram (WKIP), learning about Cul-
tural Resource Management and 
focused specifi cally in the moku 
of Kohala on Hawaiʻi Island. 
Despite the challenges of learn-
ing online due to the pandemic, 
as a haumāna (student) in this 
program, I was able to dive into a 
wealth of records and ʻike (knowl-
edge) to learn more about the 
moku of Kohala and Kukuipahu 
Heiau located in the upland region 
of the Kukuipahu ahupuaʻa.

When I fi rst visited Kohala 
in the summer of 2018, I was 
intrigued by many historic sites 

Ke Ao O Kukuipahu: A Research Inventory for Kukuipahu Heiau
and features there were still intact, 
especially within the leeward 
region, Kohala i waho. Kukuipahu 
Heiau became a place that quickly 
caught my attention, as the name 
was repeatedly mentioned to me. 
In addition, when I asked others 
about heiau within Kohala i 
waho, and through my personal 
general searches, little seemed to 
be known. Ironically, this lack of 
information about Kukuipahu 
Heiau was what drove the focus 
of my research project for the 
WKIP. 

On a surface level, sources 
related to Kukuipahu are scarce. 
However, by inventorying sources 
related to Kukuipahu Heiau from 
various ethnohistorical resources, 
online repositories and conduct-
ing community ethnography, I 
was able to gain insight on spe-
cifi c people connected to this 
ʻāina (land), gather available 
documented information, share 
the gaps in knowledge, as well as 
begin to gain a better understand-
ing of the previous functions of 
this heiau over time. This project, 
titled “Ke Ao O Kukuipahu” (The 
Light of Kukuipahu) aims to aid 
in the process of remembering, 
capture memories shared about 
this heiau, and compile informa-
tion from diff erent resources to 
re-spark the ao, or light, of con-
sciousness for Kukuipahu Heiau.

Therefore, the purpose of my 
project was to create a research 
inventory for Kukuipahu. To do 
this, I fi rst began to look through 
multiple online databases to fi nd 
relevant information regarding 
Kukuipahu Heiau. Through this, 
I found fi ve key terms to utilize 
throughout my search in eight 
diff erent online repositories to 

get a broader range of relevant 
information. From the informa-
tion I gathered, I then compiled a 
search hit data table highlighting 
the number of times a key term 
was listed within the databases. 
After the search hit data table was 
created, I further broke down the 
information I uncovered by devel-
oping a table of resources for each 
online repository. 

Aside from online sources and 
documents, I had the opportunity 
to conduct community interviews 
with kūpuna (elders) of Kohala 
to hear their manaʻo (thoughts) 
about Kukuipahu Heiau and gain 
even more insight into this place. 
I had the privilege of interviewing 
Uncle Fred Cachola, a longtime 
educator and kupaʻāina (native) 
of Kohala, as well as Aunty Lehua 
and Uncle Kanani Kaulukukui, 
the stewards of Kukuipahu Heiau. 
From these interviews, the words 
often used to describe this heiau 
were “intriguing,” “unique” and 
“special.” 

Ultimately, through this 
research process I have come to 
learn that Kukuipahu Heiau is a 
fully intact wahi kūpuna (ances-
tral place) that is still being stew-
arded today and has a distinct 
connection with Hawaiian cul-
ture, understanding of ʻāina, and 
the history of the Kukuipahu 

ahupuaʻa, the Kohala moku, and 
Hawaiʻi Island. In general, a heiau 
as described by Pukui & Elbert 
(1986) is a “Pre-Christian place of 
worship, shrine; some heiau were 
elaborately constructed stone 
platforms, others simple earth ter-
races.” Kukuipahu Heiau carries 
unique characteristics that diff er 
from many other Hawaiian heiau, 
such as cut and dressed scoria 
stones, raised petroglyphs, and a 
marae style of construction, which 
are consistent with structures 
built throughout Southern Poly-
nesia. This cultural site is remem-
bered today by members of the 
Kohala community, is still being 
stewarded and is often regarded 
as one of the major heiau in lee-
ward North Kohala. On May 22, 
1972 this heiau was placed on 
the Hawaiʻi Register of His-
toric Places in which the State of 
Hawaiʻi brought this historic site 
under specifi c preservation laws. 
Despite being a state site and per-
haps being one of the oldest heiau 
in all of Hawaiʻi, there is still much 
to learn about this heiau. 

Over the last century, many 
heiau across our pae ʻāina have 
faced desecration, modifi cation 
and removal for various rea-
sons. Some of the physical issues 
that heiau have faced over time 

Credit: Michelle Augello
Tahiti Ahsam

See Heiau, Page 18
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Tree Service

Brandon Belmarez

Landscape Contractor #CT-35671 
ISA Certified Arborist WE-12585A

AikaneNursery.com

Consultations 
Tree Trimming 
Hedging  
Stump Removal

Coconut Removal 
Coconut Trimming 

 Chipping 
Green Waste Removal 

Tree Removal 
Climbing/Rigging 

Boom Work 
Orchard Pruning

Fully Licensed & Insured

J. Lorenzo Construction
QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

AT ITS BEST
• Reasonable prices
• Fast turnover time

• Residential, commercial,
  industrial or remodeling

John Lorenzo
Lic# BC13017

896-0432
lorenzoboyz@gmail.com

• 35 years of experience 
  with projects done all
  over Kohala

Located at the bottom of  Hawi Rd.

Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,
Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday

KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

• 24-hour Towing, Recovery,  
    and Lock-out Service
 •  Vehicle Repairs
 •  Oil Changes and Service
 •  Equipment Hauling
 •  Vehicle Safety Inspections
 •  Propane

CARTOW
KOHALA

889-1061

are development, modifi cation, 
removal, and gentrifi cation. How-
ever, many heiau, like Kukuipahu, 
are still preserved today and serve 
as some of the oldest traditional 
Hawaiian stone structures. The 
intention of my project is to aid in 
the process of remembering this 
sacred place so that we may pro-
tect and preserve its mana (spiri-
tual power). 

To ensure that this research 
inventory for Kukuipahu was 
accessible to the community, I 
designed a website that would 
allow the community to access and 
build upon this research inven-
tory. In sharing this inventory and 
insight in the form of a website, I 
hope that the Kohala Community 
can utilize this resource to aid in 
current and future stewardship 
eff orts of this sacred site as well as 
to continue the process of restor-
ing the identity and mana that this 

heiau holds. Kukuipahu Heiau is 
a special wahi kūpuna that needs 
to be preserved in order for future 
generations to experience, con-
nect with, and learn about it. 

In continuing this project, I am 
currently working with Aunty 
Lehua and Uncle Kanani Kau-
lukukui to take over the website 
and use it for stewardship and 
future restoration eff orts. With 
their non-profi t family organiza-
tion, the Kuamoʻo Foundation, 
their ultimate goals for the future 
of this wahi kūpuna is fi rst stabili-
zation and then restoration of the 
heiau. They are currently work-
ing with a State archaeologist to 
include historical and family oral 
histories into the Archaeological 
Inventory Survey (AIS). To view 
the website and learn more about 
Kukuipahu Heiau, please visit 
https://kuikaunupaa.weebly.
com/haumanaprojects.html

Artwork by Kanani Lehua Kaulukukui
The artwork featured on the home page of Ke Ao o Kukuipahu website 

was created and provided by Uncle Kanani Lehua Kaulukukui, caretaker 
of the heiau.

Heiau continued from Page 17

By Toni Withington
Kohala’s rewards for its 

decades of work to protect the 
entire coast in open space came 
in spades this year as all eight dif-
ferent projects nominated by the 
four community groups that work 
together ranked high on the Coun-
ty’s Public Access, Open Space 
and Natural Resources Preserva-
tion Commission (PONC) priority 
list. 

On the north coast, the ongoing 
project to preserve the homeland 

Kohala Lands Rank High on Open Space Priority List
of Kamehameha I was ranked 
#4 under the name Hapu’u to 
Kapanaia Cultural Corridor and 
#5 under Halelua (Lighthouse to 
Hapu’u Bay). Within the cultural 
corridor, the County has already 
purchased 23 acres at Hapu’u 
and is waiting for the purchase 
of 93 acres at Kapanaia to close 
escrow soon. Two more parcels 
between those two, as well as 
Halelua, have been approved by 
County Council and are waiting 
for County action.

On the leeward coast, besides 
Mahukona, fi ve other projects 
have been called important 
lands for preservation. These are 
Kaupalaoa (lands makai of the two 
coconut palms), Lamaloloa (land 
near Lapakahi State Park with 
the shipping container), Honoipu 
(part of the old Coast Guard Sta-
tion), Kukuipahu-Haena Corridor 
(the vast lands between Kapa’a 
Park and Puakea) and Keawenui 
(a beautiful set of coves north of 
Red Hill).

The groups nominating the 
lands are Malama Na Wahi Pana 
O Kohala, Kamakani O Kohala 
Ohana, Malama Kohala Kahakai 
and Maika`i Kamakani O Kohala.

Other projects named to the 
PONC list include #2 Kiolaka’a 
in Ka’u, Ka’u Ola Mau in Ka’u, 
Keakealaniwahine in North Kona, 
Pepe’ekeo ‘Āina in South Hilo, 
Pahoehoe 1st La’aloa in North 
Kona, Magic Sands La’aloa in 
North Kona and Kea Ala Kakou 
in North Kona.

By Melanie Sahagun
Every year, the Kohala Min-

isterial Association gathers to 
celebrate the holiday season at 
the Annual Interdenominational 
Christmas Dinner at the Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church. However, 
this event was cancelled this year 
to assure the safety of our com-
munity. Despite the setback, St. 
Augustine’s partnered with the 
Kohala Ministerial Association at 
our Christmas Community Meal 
on December 21. More than 650 
hot meals were distributed to the 
community! We also delivered 
meals to senior citizens at the 

Interdenominational Christmas 
Community Meal Brings Cheer

Ainakea Senior Residences.
Community members were 

able to enjoy the drive-by enter-
tainment from Mila Polevia, 
Gospel of Salvation–Kohala, 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 
Kalahikiola Congregational 
Church and Kohala Baptist 
Church. We also collected new, 
unwrapped toys for children in 
Kohala and canned food for the 
Kohala Food Basket. Although 
the community wasn’t able to 
celebrate the holiday season all 
together, we were still able to 
spread the Christmas cheer!

Photo credit: St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church 
On December 22, children ages 0-12 were able to pick up a free, new, 
unwrapped toy at the James Walker Hall. Deacon Lani (left) and Aria 

Rasmussen play with the new toy Aria picked out.

See Cheer, Page 19
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By Toni Withington
The new facility for sports 

and community gatherings at 
the Kohala Middle School moved 
closer to a reality this month. 
Jolene Vesasco, Project Coordi-
nator of the State Department of 
Health, said construction is antici-
pated to start in June.

Plans for the project are still 
pending county permit approval. 
The Environmental Assessment 
was accepted as showing no sig-

New Middle School Covered Play Court Gets Green Light
nifi cant environmental impact.

The proposed one-story struc-
ture will provide students at the 
school a sheltered area for physi-
cal education classes; a play space 
during recess; a fl exible space for 
creative projects, school gather-
ings, and celebrations. It will hold 
401 people. 

The new space will allow the 
entire school to gather in one place 
under shelter during inclement 
weather conditions.

The 8,653 square foot struc-
ture will be located on the current 
soccer fi eld makai of the auxiliary 
classrooms. The play court will 
provide one regulation size bas-
ketball court, four half-court bas-
ketball courts, one regulation size 
volleyball court and two practice 
volleyball courts. The covered, 
but open-air, structure will be 
completely enclosed and secured 
by a continuous chain link fence 
with locking gates.

A new 20-foot-wide asphalt 
driveway will be built over the 
existing 12-foot-wide driveway. 
Changes to on-campus vehicle 
circulation and parking con-
fi gurations are not proposed. In 
compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), a 
new accessible walkway will con-
nect the proposed structure with 
existing ADA-compliant walk-
ways and ramps connecting to the 
buildings on campus.

Cheer continued from Page 18

Children dress up as Joseph, Mary, Jesus, the three kings, two angels 
and a shepherd for the Nativity Scene.

Kawika Kihara and Milicent Perez.

Kohala Middle School stu-
dents are part of one of six home-
rooms, or hales (houses). 

The hales wanted to fl ex their 
creative muscles, so held a Christ-
mas wreath competition. 

Wreaths were hung on the 
school fence for the community 
to enjoy. After all the votes were 
tallied, Hale Mana earned top 
honors. 

KMS Christmas Wreath Competition

Photo credit: Kathy Matsuda 
Hale Mana students (left to right) Faith Alejandro Cazimero, Ariana 

Sibayan, Necole Garcia, Noreen Lucas, Jussaine Basilio, Gene Ferris, 
Alyssa Bautista, Sarah Pagala, Advisor Wendy Nickl and Rhaejah Lajala 

Fernandez.

Hale Mana’s wreath.
See KMS, Page 20
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*APR = Annual Percentage Rate.  APR is for a 12-month term.  Your APR will be based on your creditworthiness. Other rates and terms available, subject to credit 
approval. Offer good from 12-7-2020 to 1-31-2021. Payment example: For a $1,000 personal loan with a term of 12 months at 4.75% APR, the monthly payment will 

loans or lines-of-credit do not qualify for the offer. Other restrictions apply.  HCFCU membership is required.

INSURED BY NCUA

This season, we celebrate you—our neighbors.  Thank you for letting 

us be a part of your ‘ohana. If we can help you in any way, we are here 

for you, as always. This season members are eligible for personal loan 

rates as low as 2.90% APR* and can borrow up to $30,000, it’s another 

way we can support and serve our community. 

Personal loan rates as low as 2.90%
APR*

Celebrating the 

KMS continued from Page 19

Special visit from Santa Claus and his lead reindeer, Rudolph, wishing the 
community holiday cheer. Hale Ike’s wreath.

Hale Kokua’s wreath. Hale Akamai’s wreath. Aunty Ahja joined in the fun and 
made a wreath.

Hale Aloha’s wreath.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (US Newsprint \050SNAP 2007\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType true
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName (US Newsprint \(SNAP 2007\))
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName ([High Resolution])
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [756.000 1008.000]
>> setpagedevice




